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As I enter my third year as Chair of the Operation 
Round Up Foundation, I can’t help but think back and 
remember the countless organizations and people we 
have positively impacted. Since it was started in 2005, 
Operation Round Up has helped our communities on 
a grand scale using a simple philosophy: If we all just 
give a little, together we can make a big difference.  
Rounding up your bill to the nearest dollar does so 
much more than making it easier to reconcile your 
checking account each month. It gives our Foundation 
the ability to help build a park for our children to play, 
feed our neighbors, make our neighborhoods safer, 
and the community healthier.

Whenever I describe Operation Round Up to those not 
familiar with our Foundation, I always seem to use a 
common theme to explain. It isn’t about the size of  
the gift – on average most members are giving $6 
annually. What matters is how many of our members 
are willing to make that gift. As Henry David Thoreau 
wrote, “One is not born into the world to do every-
thing, but to do something.”  The Energy Cooperative 
and its members aren’t trying to do everything, but 
what we are doing is making a difference because we 
are working together.

As stewards of your money, the Board of the  
Operation Round Up Foundation and the dedicated 
employees of The Energy Cooperative are working 
hard to ensure your dollars have the biggest impact 
possible. Everyone associated with the Foundation 
serves as volunteers so that 100 percent of your  
contribution goes back to your community. We  
award grants to organizations that will use your  
money in an efficient manner and have proven  

their ability to provide quality charitable program-
ming. Additionally, we award scholarships to assist 
deserving students who wish to continue their  
education. Operation Round Up makes “cents” for  
our community.

We encourage you to review the list of grants we 
awarded during the year because of your generosity.  
On behalf of the Board of the Operation Round 
Up Foundation, we sincerely thank you for your  
continued support of this worthy cause as we  
continue “to do something.”

Sincerely, 

Marc Odenweller
Operation Round Up Foundation Board Chair
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MISSION STATEMENT:
... to utilize member contributions for investments in programs and services that  

improve the quality of life for our Cooperative members and the communities we serve.

Pictured: Gary Baker, Director of Marketing & PR with The Energy Cooperative 
(left) presents a check to Marc Odenweller, Round Up Board Chair (right).  

Nearly $16,000 was raised during the 2015 Round Up Golf Outing.

Boy Scouts of America
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$1,800 Alexandria Public Library for restoration to congregational  
church bell

$2,500 American Legion National Trail Post 756 for electrical upgrades

$4,225 American Red Cross for equipment for generator

$3,000 Bowling Green Township Trustees for new furnace

$1,000 Center for Disability Services for window replacement

$8,695 Child Care Resources - Muskingum County Headstart for Display 
Solution with TeachSmart

$3,000 Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church for backpacks and  
school supplies

$953 Clear Fork Valley Schools for three Elmo cameras

$6,575 Columbia Elementary for Chromebooks and charging kits

$2,500 Doup, Justin - scholarship

$5,000 Eastern Knox County Joint Fire for Physio Control Lucas Chest 
Compression System

$10,000 Food Pantry Network of Ohio - 2nd installment of capital campaign

$6,000 Franklin Local Youth Baseball to construct baseball fields

$2,500 Gulick, Andrew - scholarship

$3,000 Heath City Schools Baseball for fencing for practice field

$2,600 Heath Community Arts Council for customized canopy tent

$5,000 Heath Fire Department for Lucas II CPR Device

$2,500 Hollingsworth, Samuel - scholarship

$4,000 Johnstown Monroe Local Schools for Kindles

$6,500 Knox Co Humane Society for window and door replacements

$3,850 Knox County Agricultural Museum for lighting upgrade

$3,025 Licking County Coalition for Housing for concrete/masonry work  
for Homeless SSVF program

$3,700 Licking/Knox Goodwill for two used golf carts to transport students

$8,228 Look Up Ministries for air-conditioner for free dental clinic

$2,500 McDonald, Parker - scholarship

$4,600 Monroe Township Fire Department for thermal imaging camera

$2,500 Monroe, Jordyn - scholarship

$2,500 Mount, Alexis - scholarship

$1,730 MTV Arts for tables, chairs, and artist tripods

$2,500 Muskingum County Family Dependency Court for incentives

$4,398 My Place to Be for computers

$1,000 Nelson T. Gant Foundation for construction costs

$3,754 New Direction: Domestic Abuse Shelter for furnace

$5,000 Newark Campus Development Fund for final installment of  
scholarship fund

$1,300 Newark Church of the Nazarene for three iPads

$10,000 Newark Midland Theatre Association for renovation of elevator

$10,000 Newark Rotary Club Foundation for Rotary Park expansion

$2,500 Johnstown-Northridge Freedom School for supplies for students

$773 Ohio Nature Education for website redesign and purchase displays

$2,500 Paff, Alexis - scholarship

$3,600 Perry County Historical & Cultural Arts Society for window  
replacement at Babb House

$4,000 Perry Elementary for LLI books

$3,945 Pleasant Street Elementary School for 15 Chromebooks

$1,000 Robbins Hunter Museum for a garden project

$5,000 Roseville Fire Department for building renovations

$7,000 Shiloh Holistic Opportunity Programs for upgrades to  
Matthews House

$2,500 Smalley, Logan - scholarship 

$2,500 Smalley, Nash - scholarship

$2,500 Stahl, Grant - scholarship

$1,050 The Licking County Community Health Clinic to re-cover chairs

$5,000 The Rock Foundation for bridge at Camp Falling Rock

$5,000 The Works for Jerrie Mock exhibit

$5,800 Thorn Township Fire Department for headset equipment

$4,200 Thorn Township Fire Department for Lucas II Chest Compression 

$6,100 Thornville Youth Recreation Association for a scoreboard and  
automated external defibrillator

$2,000 Together We Grow Inc. for materials for a garden shed, Hoop House, 
and fruit garden

$2,500 Tumbleson, Zachary - scholarship

$3,800 Utica Historical Society to replace windows at museum

$8,000 Village of Utica Parks for playground equipment at Miller Park

$5,000 Weathervane Playhouse for seat installation

$2,500 Individual member for wheelchair ramp

$10,000 Wyatt Adkins Heart Organization for a community park

$3,750 Zanesville Civic League, Inc. for five laptops and docking stations

$3,600 Zanesville Day Nursery for a freezer

TOTAL FUNDS AWARDED IN 2015: $258,051

2015 ROUND UP GRANT RECIPIENTS
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The Energy Cooperative Operation Round Up Foundation  
is a community service program of its member/consumers. Members 

“round up” their utility bills to the next dollar and that amount is  
donated to groups in The Energy Cooperative’s fifteen-county service 

area who meet the funding guidelines. To see a list of past grant  
recipients or for more information on applying for a Round Up  

grant, please visit The Energy Cooperative’s website at  
www.theenergycoop.com or call (800) 255-6815.

Marc Odenweller
Chair

Jim Johnson
Vice Chair

Scott Obenour
Secretary

Todd WareBob McGaughyJulie Maurer 
Treasurer

A special thank you to our 2015 volunteer 
Operation Round Up Board Foundation Inc. Board of Directors:

Tom Graham

Pictured: A conceptual drawing of the Wyatt Adkins Heart Organization community park to be 
built in the Hanover, Ohio, area with funds received from Operation Round Up.


